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     Consultation Meeting Notes between the Pit River Tribe and the Shasta-Trinity National Forest
May 18, 2012
14:00 – Tribal Cultural Center, Burney, CA                                                                                                                                 


Present for the Pit River Tribe: 

See Tribal Council Roll
 


Present for the Shasta-Trinity National Forest:

Sharon Heywood	 	Forest Supervisor
Alan Olson		Deputy Forest Supervisor
Penny Del Bene		Forest Heritage Program Manager
Pete Schmidt	             Archaeologist
Wade McMaster		Tribal Relations Program Manager, Lassen & Plumas National Forests



Consultation Topics

Porcupine Meadow Restoration
· Council brought up project questioned what is wildland urban interface and did this project fall under that category 
· Questioned the utility of the project and the expenditure of funds 
· Asked what is the supportive science for the project


OHV Accessibility Enhancement Project – Al Olson (PowerPoint Presentation)

The project proposes to change the maintenance levels of portions of Maintenance Level 3 roads for “mixed use”, to allow OHV travel.  Maintenance Levels are classifications of roads that not only describe the type of maintenance performed on the road, but also the type of travel allowed on the road.  Changing portions of roads to “mixed use” would allow OHV travel from one OHV allowable road to another via a route not currently allowing OHV travel.  The project consists of 12 roads, 96 miles to be considered for change in maintenance level classification.

(See presentation for details of proposed changes)

Tribal concerns and questions were:
· More mixed use on roads may increase illegal OHV activity and accidents
· Question about law enforcement jurisdiction on roads
· Concern OHV increased use may result in safety issues
· Requested list of interested parties that have responded during the comment period
· Could there be additional traffic from timber harvest
· Maintenance of roads will decrease for  ML3 once they are converted to ML2, how will this change effect logging truck use
· OHV use will open up access to forest 
· Increased OHV use can have detrimental effect on ecology
· Money being spent on OHV issues could be used on forest health projects
· Will hazardous tree removal be associated with this project
· More OHV travel can increase fire danger, spreading of noxious weeds and negatively affect air quality through increased dust and engine emissions
· More open roads can lead to more illegal dumping
· Request for GIS data layers (Pete said he can get the GIS layers to the Environmental Coordinator)
· More speed limit postings and enforcement is needed
· Concerned OHV designation will encourage increased public use of area


Section 428 Recommendations – Penny Del Bene

The Congressional policy change essentially removes the Appeal Process on projects and allow only for the Objection Process.

Tribal concerns were:
· If you object, you can give up your rights to an appeal
· “Substantial comment” what does that mean
· Maybe this is something only for the public and NOT for Federally Recognized Tribes
· Are Tribes included in this?  The wording is vague and does not address government to government relations

Small Business Timber Sale Set Aside Program – Penny Del Bene and Wade McMaster

The policy changes that are being considered are for the purposes of a more accurate computation process to help maintain a stable small business industry.   

(See handout for details of proposed changes)

Tribal concerns were:
· The 25 people limit for Special Salvage Sales should not apply to Federally Recognized Tribes
· Can the trees left behind be used in a small business such as a mulch market
· The Tribe would like to play a more key role in bigger timber industry to ensure true ecological restoration and use of Traditional Ecological Knowledge (Biomass project at XL was given as an example)
· The Tribe would like to be involved in Stewardship Agreements


Agenda topics information and handouts to the Tribe for scheduled meetings one to two weeks in advance

· Mail (11) hard copies to the Tribal Council members send via email to the following people 
· Terry Del Bene (Archaeologist/THPO)
· Morning Star Gali (Assistant THPO)
· Marissa Fierro (Environmental Coordinator)
· Tracy Eleck (Environmental Tech)

Consultation letters
· Mail hard copies to the Tribal Council members (11)
· cc the following people on letters
· Terry Del Bene (Archaeologist/THPO)
· Morning Star Gali (Assistant THPO)
· Marissa Fierro (Environmental Coordinator)
· Tracy Eleck (Environmental Tech)


The Tribe requested the Forest Service share notes for a common record
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