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Scott Fitzwilliams, Forest Supervisor

WRNF- Oil and Gas Leasing DEIS

PO 1919   Sacramento CA 95812

WRNFoilandgascomments@fscomments.org 
Re:   http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/fs-usda-pop.php/?project=29938
USFS DEIS for Gas & Oil Leasing

October 31 2012

Dear Scott,  

The BLM and gas industry has industrialized hundreds of thousands of NW Colorado acres with gas production, pipelines and access roads currently, and forecasting 24,000 new wells in NW Colorado in the near future. It is  becoming increasingly apparent to many that protection of our remaining FS roadless areas is imperative if Coloradans wish to retain the character and natural productivity of our forest lands.

To this end I favor option B with its possibility of withdrawing 1.5m acres of largely unfragmented, roadless and pristine forest from gas production. As a member of the Crystal Valley community I am especially interested in retiring the leases as they time out along Highway 133 as shown in sienna on the USFS final EIS map. 
Lacking in the forest plans is an opportunity to protect all roadless areas from gas leasing within its scope and I feel that this is necessary and of paramount importance.

Any gas leasing should be contained within currently impacted areas to hold the line on forest degradation.

In conclusion it is our hope that the Forest Service does its best to protect our air, water and soils to maintain robust habitat and eco systems to fuel our ranch, recreation and tourism economy.

Sincerely,

John Hoffmann 970-963-1930w1689h  81623-0816
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