Mark Hilberman

48 Etasa Lane

Redstone, CO 81623

mhilberman@yahoo.com

October 17, 2012

White River National Forest-Oil and Gas Leasing DEIS, ,

PO Box 1919
Sacramento, CA 95812
To Forest Service Personnel,

I have been pondering the possible drilling for natural gas just over the cliff behind our house, unsure of how to respond to the EIS.  However, a walk into poorly reclaimed Coal Basin, a short mile north of my house, is a recurrent reminder of the possible long term harm of these energy extraction endeavors.  I searched the EIS for a discussion of the experience and problems encountered in the drilling activities you propose and, scandoulously found none.  Moreover, a quick search on the internet revealed that ~500,000 gas wells exist in the U.S. ─ there is much drilling information out there which could more properly inform your decisions. (1 – 10% problems = 5,000-50,000 usable reports.)

In the document, it appears that you are focusing your attention deep in the third section of Forest Plan Goal 2 and giving short shrift to Goal 1 and the 29 or so major objectives which preceed Section 2c.  That is simply not in keeping with your responsibilities to the public at large and to America’s great forests.

Many thanks the considerable work done to date on the draft EIS and for your attention to this most serious matter.  I am not saying: don’t drill ever, anywhere.  I am saying that fossil fuel consumption which fueled our prosperity now threatens our future.  The scientific data and concerns about climate change are real and scary.  The most important uses of our best landscapes is not their destruction by drilling, drilling rigs and their support requirements.  

Moreover, our big river, The Colorado no longer reaches the sea.  Before drilling is substantially expanded in the Green and Colorado River basins it is essential to figure out how to clean up and reuse fracking water.  

Haste makes waste -- in this case it could make much worse. Please see my more formal write up which is enclosed.

Sincerely yours,

Mark Hilberman, MD

