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1. Goals of an Experimental Management Plan for Wild Horses/Burros in the Spring

Mountains

The Spring Mountain Alliance (SMA) is a project of America’s Wild Horse Advocates (AWHA),
which is a volunteer non-profit 501(c)3 organization of over 1400 concerned citizens,
professionals and businesses, 90% from Southern Nevada (Appendix 1).

SMA supports scientifically-sound management of a healthy range for recreation, wildlife and
the last free-roaming bands of wild horses and burros in the in the Spring Mountains, west of
Las Vegas. The Alliance’s ultimate goal is to increase wild horse and burro viewing opportunities
for future generations of horse and wildlife enthusiasts, photographers, American and foreign
visitors.

In a limited portion of the Spring Mountain Complex — an Experimental Management Area - SMA
volunteers propose to annually dart a// mares (except those allowed to have one foal for genetic
diversity) with the proven contraceptive vaccine PZP, (ZonaSat-H), to maintain a detailed wild
horse/burro data base, and to conduct range improvement projects /in partnership with the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) & U.S. Forest Service (USFS) to assist in their land
management mission in a period of dwindling public agency resources. Successful examples of
volunteer/agency partnerships are detailed in Appendix 2.

To reduce the detrimental high cost of helicopter roundups, long-distance transportation of, and
long-term storage of wild horses and burros in holding facilities, the Alliance proposes to assist
in selective removal of the most adoptable, easily trainable 2 to 4-year-old horses and burros.
Removal would be by bait-capture of family bands at staggered intervals so local adoption
demand will not be overwhelmed. The Alliance would aggressively promote local adoption.

After treating a// bait-captured mares and Jennies with PZP, intact family bands would be
released back onto the range to retain social stability. Scientific observation has shown that
stable family bands can prevent early pregnancy of young mares, 3-years of age and under.
Older horses and burros would be returned to the range so their knowledge of local water and
food sources is not lost in times of drought, fire or inhospitable conditions.

The relatively compact Experimental Management Area close to Las Vegas is an ideal area to
conduct trials of innovative, scientific methods for improving population estimates and assessing
range management practices in order to maintain genetically diverse, healthy populations and
accurately estimate the productivity of the range as recommended in the National Academy of
Sciences, National Research Council’s 2013 report, Using Science to Improve the BLM Wild
Horse and Burro Program: a Way Forward (ISBN 978-0-309-26494-5).

Regular PZP application, staggered selective removals for optimum adoption opportunities, and
co-operative range monitoring and improvement projects could save government agencies and
the public millions of dollars over a 5-7 year period while limiting wild horse & burro population
growth to acceptable levels. '
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2. Geographic Area of an Experimental Wild Horse Management Plan

SMA proposes to limit wild horse population growth and improve range conditions in that
portion of the Spring Mountain Complex where volunteers have maintained a detailed data base
on wild horses for over 3 years (see map on the title page of this document). This Experimental
Management Area will encompass a portion of the Spring Mountains/ Wheeler Pass JMA (Joint
Management Area) and the Johnnie JMA:

¢ west and south of Highway 95,

o east of Highway 160 and the town of Pahrump,

e north of Lee Canyon (Highway 156) on the east side of the Spring Mountains,
e north of Wallace Canyon on the west side of the Spring Mountains.

The Experimental Management Area will exclude Lee and Kyle Canyons; Wallace Canyon and
the area south of Wallace Canyon; Mt. Charleston and Mt. Stirling Wilderness Areas, and the
Red Rock JMA.

3. Population Control with PZP Application by Remote Darting and/or Bait-Capture

The Spring Mountain Alliance proposes to control wild horse populations by annual darting of a//
mares (except those allowed to have one foal for genetic diversity) with the proven 1-year PZP,
(ZonaSat-H) that has 95% efficacy. Since the population and movement of wild horses within
the Experimental Management Area has been well documented by the Alliance and since 3
volunteer teams are already certified for remote darting, we expect to be able to treat 80% to
100% of mares within the first two years. Thus herd growth may be reduced to near zero
within 5-6 years (Appendix 3).

The darting program would be modeled after the Assateague Island, Pryor Mountain Wild Horse
Range, and Little Book Cliffs programs and follow standardized protocol. After the initial
application of primer and booster doses in the first year, the annual booster darting could be
staggered so that each mare would have one opportunity to add a foal to the gene pool.

In May 2013, three SMA volunteers with hunting backgrounds were trained and certified for PZP
darting at the Science & Conservation Center, Billings Montana. Additional volunteers are ready
for certification if needed. Each certified darter will have a volunteer assistant to photo-ID the
darted mares and collect the spent dart according to strict protocol. Remote darting from ATV’s
(all-terrain vehicles), horseback and foot primarily near water sources has proven successful
particularly with pneumatic guns that can shoot up to 50 yards with little recoil or sound. Bait-
capture may be utilized in certain areas where mares cannot be accessed for remote darting.

Optimally, the primer doses would be administered /in fall/winter 2013 and booster doses
administered /n spring 2014 before the breeding/foaling season. Because the long EA process
may not be completed until spring 2014, SMA asks that USFS/BLM give early approval for a
fall/winter 2013 application of the primer dose to all mares rather than have another wave of
foals to be born in 2015.
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Darting all mares with PZP primer in fall/winter 2013 will not hurt the mares in any way even if
the final EA does not approve the Experimental Management Area Plan by 2014, In that case,
the 2013 darting cost in time and PZP materials will be borne solely by SMA.

PZP application costs are estimated to be $17,000 in the first year (including initial training,
certification and equipment) and declining to 25% of that cost by the third year. The Alliance
asks USFS/BLM to pay the PZP training, dart guns & contraceptive materials which is a tiny
fraction of BLM’s current removal and long-term storage system. If USFS/BLM declines to
absorb all or part of this application cost, private donors are prepared to fund the remote
darting program.

The Alliance has not yet documented wild burros in the Experimental Management Area and
PZP contraception of Jennies is a more complicated process. However, the Humane Society of
the United States’ Platero Project is considering local partnerships to research contraception and
increase local adoption of burros now that their funding is in place (Appendix 4). The Spring
Mountains may be an ideal area for such a research partnership because of the excellent
habitat for burros and the already established volunteer base in Las Vegas/Pahrump.

4. Selective Removal of Adoptable Animals by Bait Capture at Staggered Intervals

Some wild horses/burros may need to be removed in 2014 and 2015 before repeated PZP
contraception depresses the birth rate to very low or near zero within 5-7 years (the typical
time period between helicopter roundups/mass removals). In the Experimental Management
Area, the Alliance recommends that USFS/BLM selectively remove only highly adoptable young
animals at staggered intervals instead of a single, large scale helicopter roundup and removal

advanced in the June 2013 scoping report. SMA proposes that bait-capture methods be used to:

e Remove only the most adoptable young wild horses and burros between 2 to 4-years of
age because they are easier to train and develop bonds with their human adopters. The
SMA data base will be examined to determine how many wild horses fall in that age
category, but possibly 30-35% of the estimated 150-200 horses in the Experimental
Management Area are in this age group.

e Stagger the bait-capture of a smaller numbers of horses and burros over a 1 to 2-year
period to limit the number of animals released for adoption. Excess supply at one time
vastly overwhelms the adoption demand, especially locally.

e A limited number of the 2 to 4-year-old age group should be returned to the
Experimental Management Area, in particular, horses that have shown noteworthy
leadership traits.

It is not necessary to roundup Spring Mountain wild horses and burros by helicopter. Wild
horses in the Experimental Management Area are largely human-habituated due to the high
usage of the range by off-road recreational vehicles, hikers and visitors. Their watering spots
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and movement patterns are well-known to SMA volunteers who have observed them intensively
for 3-8 years. Given this local knowledge of their concentration points, it will be easy to lure
them into temporary pens by placing mineral blocks and/or hay inside, particularly in winter and
spring. In 2013, burros were easily rounded up by bait-capture in the Red Rock JMA.

There are multiple disadvantages to a large-scale helicopter roundup/removal namely:

o Extremely costly to taxpayers in a time of serious budget shortfalls;

e Excess breeding of remaining mares follows immediately when mature, dominant
stallions and lead mares are removed after a large scale roundup. It can take up to 3
years to restore stable leadership of family bands;

e The National Academy of Sciences 2013 investigation, Using Science to Improve the
BLM Wild Horse & Burro Program: a Way Forward, found that “Decreased competition
for forage through removals may instead allow- population growth, which then drives the
need to remove more animals. *

e Running animals over long distances up to 10 miles in winter cold is physically stressful
to the animals and is extremely disturbing to the public;

o A 2014 helicopter roundup may result in an estimated 400-700 Spring Mountain horses
and burros of all ages being ‘dumped’ on the adoption ‘market’ all at once, guaranteeing
that most animals will not be adopted. When supply outweighs demand, most horses
and burros go to costly long-term holding, an unnecessary burden to taxpayers.

The Alliance would aggressively promote local adoption of the removed Spring Mountain horses
and burros through their excellent contact base in local radio, television, and newspapers,
website at http://springmountainalliance.org/, social networking of all kinds, equestrian
newsletters and promotional materials at local riding events, libraries, schools, etc.

The Alliance can advise prospective owners and check back on their progress in conjunction
with local USFS/BLM staff. Already the Alliance has documented over 20 local area adoptions
mostly from Red Rock Canyon 2002-2004 removals.

5. Ongoing Population Data Base and Range Monitoring Projects

SMA volunteers have been systematically identifying stallions, mares and foals in the
Experimental Management Area for over 3 years. The data base is on Excel spread sheets and
will be transferred to an approved card/computer tablet system before PZP darting begins
(Appendix 5).

Approximately 145 individual wild horses have been identified and a maximum of 200 wild
horses are expected to be found in the Experimental Management Area. These horses have
been recorded moving across the Wheeler Pass to forage on both the west and east sides of
the Spring Mountains. A small number, usually less than 25, move in winter into the eastern
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side of the Johnnie JMA to utilize springs and forage at lower elevations below the snow line.
Elsewhere in the Johnnie JMA, the habitat is suited only to burros.

The majority of the SMA-estimated 145-200 wild horses are concentrated on the east side of
the Spring Mountains, particularly around the Cold Creek area, west of Highway 95, about 30
minutes from Las Vegas. In the winter they congregate at low elevations below the mountain
slopes and the village of Cold Creek. In late spring and early summer, after their new foals
strengthen, the family bands move into cooler, higher elevations to forage.

The Experimental Management Area an ideal place to test innovative population and range
monitoring techniques due to its relatively small land mass, abundance of experienced
volunteers, and its proximity to the University of Southern Nevada (UNLV).

Innovative monitoring techniques could include placing an identification microchip in each wild
horse and burro at time of bait-capture, and experiment with state-of-the-art infrared cameras
on mini-drones to track horse/burro movements across the range in conjunction with the U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS), etc. BLM/USFS and SMA volunteers could work with UNLV and the
Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) to scientifically study inter-relationships between all
wildlife including wild horses, burros, elk, deer and smaller mammals as they impact range
health.

Scholarships could be created for doctoral students from the University of Nevada and other
universities to conduct detailed behavioral analysis of free-roaming wild horses and burros and
detailed range analysis of critical forage areas by methods such as tripling the current 10
paired-plot benchmark sites in the Experimental Management Area.

6. Range Improvement Projects

To maintain a healthy range as required by USFS/BLM, the Spring Mountain Alliance can
organize volunteers to help with suitable range improvements within the Experimental
Management Area such as:

o Building water guzzlers and seasonal water retention basins across the range to disperse
the grazing impact of elk and wild horses away from perennial springs. This should be
the first priority for range improvement. It can be done in conjunction with local elk and
big horn sheep protection groups and the Springs Stewardship Institute, Museum of
Northern Arizona, http://springstewardship.org/springmountains.html.

e Within the Experimental Management Area, volunteers can help construct fences to
prevent wild horses and burros from entering ecologically sensitive areas like riparian
habitat or the zone of the proposed endangered species, the Mt. Charleston butterfly;

e At low elevations in winter, spot-burn several small areas of 5 to 10 acres within 500-
1000 acre areas of black brush community. Spot-burns should be conducted in different
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areas each year thereafter to encourage a mosaic of different plant communities
appealing to different wildlife species;

o At higher elevations, selectively cut large ponderosa pines in small areas to open the
canopy for vegetative growth that supports all wildlife. Selective cutting can create vital
firebreaks as well;

o Clear small areas of pinion/juniper community on a rotation basis to attract wild horses
and other wildlife into different areas; '

e Seeding of swales in low elevation areas in late winter to provide temporary feed;

o Building hides or road pull-outs for safe viewing access to wild horses/burros;

e Patrolling roads to prevent illegal or undesirable human interaction with wild horses and
burros such as feeding them at paved roads just to get close-up pictures. Alliance
members have had success educating the public along Cold Creek roads with
photographic handouts of horses injured or killed by cars;

¢ Building viewing hides similar to bird hides that will allow the public to photograph and
observe the horses and burros without touching them.

USFS, BLM and NDOW can review potential range improvement projects, set priorities and
develop a plan of implementation for public/private partnerships. Public agencies may
contribute some materials while labor and materials will be supplied by Alliance volunteers and
experienced volunteers from hunter, hiker, birding and equine groups in the Las Vegas Valley.
For example, local hunters are prepared to donate water tanks and help put them in place. The
National Mustang Association and other private stakeholders may also contribute funds to
certain projects.

IN SUMMARY

This proposed plan for the Experimental Management Area is preliminary; development and
implementation of individual projects through public/private partnerships will evolve over time.

However, PZP contraception of all mares and Jennies with selective removal of
adoptable young animals are the most urgently needed projects to improve range
condition and population control.

The ultimate goal of the Spring Mountain Alliance is to preserve free-roaming bands of wild
horses and burros on a heaithy range that benefits all wildlife and recreation users in the Spring
Mountains.

Contact Person for the Spring Mountain Alliance: Arlene Gawne, President

Email: arleneg@springmountainalliance.org Phone: (702) 277-1313
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APPENDIX 2: EXAMPLES OF SUCCESSFUL CO-OPERATIVE PROJECTS WITH BLM

1. LTTTLE BOOK CLIFFS WILD HORSE RANGE:

http://www.blm.gov/pgdata/etc/medialib/blm/co/field offices/arand junction field/PDF.Par.73208.File.da
t/littlebookcliffs web.pdf to quote:

“Beginning in the mid-1980s, Friends of the Mustangs and the BLM have worked together to ensure that
both the Little Book Cliffs Wild Horse Range and the horses living there are kept healthy. Projects include
trail clearing, spring development and maintenance, and tracking horse numbers, locations and range
conditions. Friends of the Mustangs also assist in gathers and in finding adoptive homes for the animals,
working with prospective owners and checking back with them to make sure horse and owner are doing
well. If you are interested in becoming a member of Friends of the Mustangs, contact the Grand Junction
BLM office for their address and phone number.”

Website: http://friendsofthemustangs.org/ to quote:

“Friends of the Mustangs was established in 1982 by a small group of people that had come to love and
care about the Little Book Cliff (LBC) wild horse herd and their health and range. We have established a
good working relationship with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) through the years.

The Friends of the Mustangs have received several awards from the BLM for our volunteer support of the
horses in the Little Book Cliff Wild Horse Range (HMA). A couple of members were honored to be able to
go to Washington.

Our volunteers work hard to keep the water holes and tanks flowing and clean, we also maintain trails by
clearing them and marking them for other hikers/riders. We also help with the gathers and adoptions
associated with the Little Book Cliff herd, along with the prospective adopters. Many of our members are
qualified to do check ups on the adopted horses. We do this to make sure that the adopters and the
horse(s) that they adopted are getting along well. Along with the work on the range, we also go to
different events in our area to bring awareness of the wild horses. Each year we hold an Open House so
that people can come out and meet many of the members and their mustangs and to show just how
trainable mustangs are, also we have mini clinics to help people to understand many different things
about the horse and adoption process, the use of PZP, training tips and much more.

We have become a 501(c)3 non profit and we have grown to around 100 members along with a few from
other countries. We are also Non Political organization.

We are very proud of what has been accomplished since 1982. We are the only group of our kind that
works so closely with the BLM and the Little Book Cliff Wild Horse Herd.”

Quote from http://www.hcn.org/issues/44.19/is-there-a-way-through-the-wests-bitter-wild-horse-
wars/article view?b start:int=3&utm medium=email&utm source=wcnl :

“In 2001, Kirkpatrick began inviting such enthusiasts to his lab for a three-day PZP training. One of his
first graduates was a retired Colorado schoolteacher named Marty Felix. After she learned how to mix the
drug and shoot a dart gun in 2002, she convinced her local BLM office to let her dart the 150 wild horses
of the Little Book Cliffs herd near Grand Junction. Within a few years, PZP cut the herd's offspring by
nearly half, she says. ‘Because of what we've done, they've postponed roundups again and again. They
just don't need them.”

2. THE MCCULLOUGH PEAKS HMA

From http://www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/field offices/Cody/wh.html to quote:




APPENDIX 2: EXAMPLES OF SUCCESSFUL CO-OPERATIVE PROJECTS WITH BLM

“The McCullough Peaks HMA is located 12 to 27 miles east of Cody (70 miles east of Yellowstone Park)
and encompasses 109,814 acres of land, including the McCullough Peaks Wilderness Study Area. The
climate is typical of a cold desert with annual precipitation averaging five to nine inches. Stock reservoirs
and intermittent streams fed by winter snows and spring runoff provide adequate water for the HMA.
Topography is highly variable, ranging from mostly flat to slightly rolling foothills carved by drainages, to
colorful badlands and desert mountains featuring steep slopes, cliffs and canyons.

A diversity of coat colors (bay, brown, black, sorrel, chestnut, white, buckskin, gray, palomino, and blue,
red and strawberry roans) and patterns such as piebald and skewbald are found in the McCullough Peaks
wild horses. The animals tend to be moderate- to large-sized and habitat conditions are such that the
horses are in very good condition. The combination of size, conformation, coat colors and patterns, and
excellent physical condition have become a draw for potential adopters and a matter of reputation for
"McCullough Peaks" horses. The management objective for the HMA is to maintain a population of 100
wild horses; as of January, 2008, the population is 167 animals.”

WEBSITE: http://www.friendsofalegacy.org/ to quote:

“Generous donations and grants have enabled us to erect two watering systems in two separate
pastures within the HMA. At each water site a well has been drilled, a windmill installed to pump the
water, and two watering tanks have been placed. The first tank provides water for large animals such as
wild horses, antelope, deer, and cattle. The second tank provides water within a fenced “exclosure”
where birds and small mammals have protective cover from the naturally growing sagebrush.

In 2012, a new partnership among the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Cody Field Office, Marathon
Oil Corporation and Friends of a Legacy (FOAL) made great strides toward improving water sources for
the benefit of wild horses, wildlife and livestock inside the McCuliough Peaks Wild Horse HMA.

A weed control program has also been implemented, targeting Salt Cedar and Russian Olive, two
invasive species which drink up copious amounts of water. Four more systems are planned by 2014.

MANAGING THE POPULATION:

We have taken the lead in fertility control and tracking. Native PZP (Porcine Zona Pellucida) has a proven
95% efficacy rate in preventing pregnancy in wild mares, using field darting techniques. This method of
fertility control is cost effective, humane, safe, reversible, and has proven to be a useful tool in managing
wild horse populations. Two FOAL board members have become certified “darters” and hope to aid the
BLM with future fertility control of our local herds. Our goal is to maintain strong genetic diversity in the
herd and minimize the need for future gathers or round-ups.

FOAL members also help conduct on-going tracking of the herd genetics, monitor traffic counters on the
BLM roads in the Herd Management Area, record the amount of water available, and have kept records
on the horses for the past 13 years.”

3. SPRING CREEK BASIN WILD HORSE MANAGEMENT AREA

Ancther successful area is the Spring Creek Basin Wild Horse Management in southwestern Colorado
where joint projects like water tanks, fencing and PZP field darting are well recorded in TJ Holme's blog:
http://springcreekwild.wordpress.com/ or view http://www.sciencemeetsadventure.com/the-wild-horses-
of-spring-creek-basin-colorado/

4. ASSATEAQUE ISLAND WILD HORSES

For over 20 years, scientists Dr. Ron Keiper and Dr. Jay Kirkpatrick, have worked successfully to control
the population of wild horses by field darting with PZP. For greater detail on the history of this longterm
project, see http://www.sciencemeetsadventure.com/and-now-a-word-from-the-wild-horse-scientist/
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ZonaSat-H, or 1-year PZP, is the safest and most effective contraceptive available at this
time. It has an efficacy of 95%. Its contraceptive effects are fully reversible if annual
injections are terminated within 5 years of continued application. PZP has no harmful
effects when administered to pregnant mares and offspring of treated mares can
reproduce normally. It has no ability to pass through the food chain. PZP has no long
term health effects and doesn't interfere with the social interactions of herd animals. In
fact removing the burden of annual birthing and lactating greatly improves mares’ health
and extends their life span up to 5-10 years.

How PZP (Porcine Zona Pellucida) Works

From http://www.fort.usgs.gov/WildHorsePopulations/Contraception.asp_“Reducing
Population Growth Rates: Fertility Control in Wild Horse Mares” :

In order for sperm to attach to the ovum and fertilize the egg, there must be complementary
proteins on both the surface of the sperm and the zona pellucida (ZP) of the ovum. PZP acts
as a foreign protein against which the treated mare produces antibodies (thus, the PZP
fertility control agent is actually a vaccine). These antibodies attach to the mare’s zonae
sperm receptors on the ovum and block fertilization. Domestic pig ovaries (obtained from
slaughterhouses) are minced and the PZP is obtained from screening filtration. An adjuvant is
mixed with the PZP to enhance its effectiveness when it is injected into mares
intramuscularly. Once injected, it causes an immune response, making the mare infertile.
Over time, the antibody titers fall and fertility returns. With the liquid vaccine, a booster
injection can be given at 10 months to raise the titers back to the infertile range. This can be
done each year for at least 4 years, after which time the effects may be more likely to
become permanent. For this reason, current individual-level field trials involve only 1—4 years
of treatment.

“A National Park Service research team on Assateague Island National Seashore turned to an
immunocontraceptive agent, porcine zona pellucida (PZP), which had been reported to block
fertilization in dogs, rabbits, and primates. Experimental PZP application on the wild horses of
Assateague Island commenced in 1988, resulting in promising reductions in the pregnancy rates
of mares: by 1994, population growth began to stabilize solely through the use of PZP
immunocontraception.”

“The USGS, BLM, and USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) have
essentially completed individual-level field trials of PZP in free-roaming wild horses at three
locations: Pryor Mountain Wild Horse Range, Montana and Wyoming; McCullough
Peaks Herd Management Area, Wyoming; and Little Book Cliffs Wild Horse Range,
Colorado. Application of PZP began in 2001 at Pryor Mountain, in 2002 at Little Book Cliffs, and
in 2004 at McCullough Peaks. Results of this work in terms of horse behavior are reported in
Ransom et al. (2010), and efficacy results are detailed in Ransom et al. (2011)”

PZP Delivery Methods

PZP is extremely low cost (under $30 per dose) and can be remotely delivered by a
variety of methods.
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Pneu-Dart 1.0 cc (P-type) Darts with a 1.5
inch barbless needle will be used to deliver
a 1.0 cc dose of PZP/ Adjuvant vaccine.
Darts will be loaded into a variety of
delivery systems.

Jab sticks

| Hand Blow Guns or CO2 Trigger operated Blow
| Guns

Pneumatic Pistols

Various models of pneumatic rifle - the Pneu-
Dart Model X Caliber rifle being the easiest to
use in the field, however, it is the heaviest
selection.

Several of the rifles shown are Cartridge-Fired
that are more complicated to use in the field.
Because they are fired with gun powder, they
are dirtier and they emit substantially more
noise.

The Spring Mountain Alliance will supply a minimum of six people to assist in the PZP
inoculation of Spring Mountain Complex mares. Three of the volunteers are already
certified by the Science & Conservation Center, Billings Montana in the handling and
delivery of PZP immunocontraceptive in wildlife. Additional personnel working in teams
with the darters will retrieve the dart that falls from the mare’s hind end to verify if the
vaccine was indeed injected and will keep detailed records of the animal, its condition
and time vaccinated according to a strict protocol for record-keeping of each mare that
is treated with PZP. The data on each animal will be updated on a continual basis as
animals are re-darted, give birth, etc.

Comparison of Population Growth in PZP-treated Animals vs Normal Growth

The following chart is a projection of the population growth over a ten year period of
100 wild horses (40 mares, 60 stallions). One group is a normal growth trend and the
second is the growth controlled with injections of the contraceptive PZP. The PZP
controlled population assumes 95% efficacy and a normal foal rate the first year. From
the second year on a foal rate of 10% was used for the PZP population. Because mare
life spans are extended when the burden of foaling is removed the population does not
start to drop for 6 or 7 years until attrition catches up. An aggressive adaption program
will positively affect the projected population growth.
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APPENDIX 4: HSUS PLATERO PROJECT ON BURRO CONTRACEPTION

http://www.humanesociety.org/news/press releases/2013/06/wild-burros-grant-project-launch-062513.html

June 25, 2013: Grant Project Launched to Help Wild Burros

The Humane Society of the United States receives five-year grant aimed at improving herd management and
adoptions.

As the recipient of a five-year $760,000 grant from an anonymous donor, The Humane Society of the United States
has launched “The Platero Project” to promote the protection of wild burros managed by the Bureau of Land
Management. The aim of the project is to develop partnerships and programs to research the effectiveness of
contraceptive vaccine on wild burro herds and to reduce the number of wild burros currently living in BLM holding
areas, by increasing adoptions and relocating difficult to place burros to sanctuaries. The project was financed by a
donor who cares deeply about the humane treatment of burros, and it is named for the Spanish Nobel Laureate Juan
Ramon Jimenez's book about a faithful and friendly donkey named Platero.

Heidi Hopkins, The Platero Project manager for The HSUS, said: “There are many challenges to the management of
wild burro herds, and through innovation we can find a way forward that saves burros from suffering and saves tax
dollars and agency resources. We are grateful for this generous donation that allows us to step up our work to
protect and celebrate these animals.”

Over the past five years, the rate of wild burro adoptions through BLM has drastically decreased, and more than
1,300 burros remain in federal holding facilities in the western U.S. The HSUS plans to develop a training program for
wild burros that aims to increase the number of burros adopted annually.

The immunocontraception vaccine commonly known as porcine zona pellucida (PZP) was registered by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to manage wild horse populations on the range last year, but it has not yet
been used by the BLM on burros. The Platero Project will assist in a long-term research project to determine the
efficacy and cost-benefits of using PZP to manage wild burros on the range. Increased use of PZP by the BLM could
save taxpayers millions of dollars over the next decade while helping to maintain healthy wild horse and burro
populations.

Background:

¢  There are more than 20 Herd Management Areas in five western states that are home to over 5,000 wild
burros.

e Wild burros are decedents of the burros used by early settlers and miners in the 1800s.

The Wild and Free Roaming Horse and Burros Act of 1971 is a federal law that was enacted to protect these
animals and their habitat.

¢ In many species, including wild horses, PZP, registered under the brand name ZonaStat-H, causes the
production of antibodies that bind to sperm receptor sites on eggs and block fertilization. The Science and
Conservation Center (SCC) based in Billings, Montana, produces the vaccine, which has been used to treat
more than 1,600 wild, sanctuary and tribal horses annually at dozens of trial sites across the U.S., including
east coast barrier islands, western wild horse ranges, Navajo and Pima/Maricopa tribal horses.

e PZP was first used on wild horses in 1988 when a team led by Jay F. Kirkpatrick, Ph.D., the director of the
Science and Conservation Center, began a pilot project on the famous wild ponies on Assateague Island
National Seashore off the coast of Maryland. This project, which has been supported by The HSUS for more
than 20 years, was so successful that the National Park Service began to utilize PZP as a population
management tool in 1994.

e About 300 burros live at Cleveland Amory Black Beauty Ranch, an animal sanctuary operated by The Fund
for Animals, an affiliate of The HSUS.

e Earlier this month, the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) released an extensive report that called for an
increased use of on the range management tools, including PZP. See the report
http://hsus.typepad.com/wayne/2013/06/nrc-gets-it-right-in-panning-blm-wild-horse-program.html

Media Contact: Stephanie Twining, 301-258-1491, stwining@humanesociety.org



Spring Mountain Alliance ID Card

i

ID# - M1210-4 Name - Babe
Band / Family - CC11

Gender - Female

Color —~ Light Buckskin

MARKINGS - Mane : Black ( Right)
Tail - Black Legs - White Pastern Left Rear
Face: Whorl on forehead between eyes

Ears: Black

Muzzle : Black

Sire - S0612-01 Dame - MO0511-01
Foals - None

Birth Date —12/10/2011

Remarks : Frequents houses in and around Cold Creek.




