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6.27.2013

Ms. Jerri Marr
U.S. Forest Service, Forest Supervisor
Pike and San Isabel National Forests, Cimarron and Comanche National Grasslands
2840 Kachina Dr.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pueblo, CO 81008

EMAIL: https://cara.ecosystem-management.org/Public//CommentInput?Project=33788 

RE: PSICC Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement

Dear Ms. Marr,

On May 20, 2013 the U.S. Forest Service (Forest Service), through the Pike and San Isabel National Forests in addition to the Cimarron and Comanche National Grasslands (PSICC), published a Federal Register Notice of Intent (NOI) alerting interested parties to their plan to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) reflecting changes in the industrial and environmental landscapes since publishing the PSICC 1992 Oil and Gas Leasing Final EIS and ROD. The updated EIS intends to consider technological advances in the oil and gas industry, the proposed listing of the lesser prairie chicken, urbanization adjacent to PSICC units, and roadless-area legislation in Colorado, among other subjects. 

Anadarko Petroleum Company (Anadarko) operates approximately 230 gas wells and roughly 200 miles of pipeline within PSICC boundaries. Therefore, APC’s interests may be affected by the Forest Service’s impending decision. Anadarko respectfully requests that the Forest Service include analysis of the following items: 

· Evaluate and analyze the decision and potential environmental impacts taking into consideration the differing ecologies found in the Pike and San Isabel National Forests and Comanche and Cimarron National Grasslands 

· Impact to private mineral development within the PSICC, with respect to all alternatives

· The reasonable likelihood that hydraulic fracturing (documented as safe, reliable, and necessary in developing oil and gas mineral resources) will be used to develop the area’s potential oil and gas mineral resources

· The beneficial use of horizontal pad technology to minimize environmental impacts (see below explanation) while balancing the rights of mineral owners to access their respective properties

· That new stipulations, particularly those pertaining to Endangered, Threatened, or Rare species such as the lesser prairie chicken, be science based

· That any revised viewshed stipulations consider existing infrastructure as well as private surface/mineral ownership and subsequent access considerations


Private Mineral Development
There is significant private mineral ownership within the PSICC and surrounding areas.  Anadarko requests that the Forest Service address access to these holdings and the potential for federal mineral depletion should the alternatives discourage future development.  

Hydraulic Fracturing Technology
There is a reasonable likelihood that hydraulic fracturing technology would be employed in the area to access oil and gas minerals. We ask that the Forest Service consider that no contamination incidents from hydraulic fracturing have been recorded on public or private lands, with over 1.2 million hydraulic fracturing operations conducted during the last sixty years. Additionally, since the PSICC 1992 Oil and Gas Leasing Final EIS, advances in water transfer, in the form of temporary water pipelines, have reduced the need for high-volume truck traffic. 

Horizontal Pad Development
Since the PSICC 1992 Oil and Gas Leasing Final EIS, there has been a significant shift in drilling technology allowing access to multiple wells from a single pad. This improvement, called horizontal drilling, allows for a drastically reduced environmental “footprint” relative to drilling technology available in the early 1990’s. 



Sincerely, 



Ben Eddy, Regulatory Analyst 
720.929.6644
ben.eddy@anadarko.com
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